[Dental evaluation in the disabled: case-control study].
Impaired dental status in the mentally retarded is one of the principal secondary conditions limiting daily activities such as eating and talking, causing pain, loss of sleep and function, and low self-esteem. Little information is available regarding the dental status of the mentally retarded disable attending day centers in Italy. The aim of this study was to provide such information, enrolling 6 day centers in the Veneto region comprising a total number of 65 mentally retarded subjects aged between 19 and 44 years of age. Data were collected using 2 different instruments. Results showed a significantly higher number of teeth missing in the mentally disabled (9.2) in comparison to the control group (2.3), although this figure is lower than the international one.